
The multiple dimensions of 
the phenomenon of suicide 

 

Markella Giannakaki 

Nikolaos Maniatis 

Marios Nikolopoulos 

Aimilia Zampeli 

 

3rd Year BCs OT 



Possible Definitions 

 Suicide is the death of an 
individual, resulting from an act 
inflicted against himself with the 
intent to kill himself (Rosenberg et 
al.1988). 
 

 Suicide is defined as a deadly fact 
of self-directed violence (Oleske 
2014). 



Why is difficult ? 

  If the act of suicide is caused by 
the person himself   

ex. The person who comes forward in 
hostile fire or an act caused by 
some external factor like weather 

 If the individual has or not the 
intention to remove his own life. 

ex. The person who made a mistake in 
a pharmaceutical dose or be 
reckless in some extreme sport. 
 



Oxford’s Handbook of suicide: 

SELF-HARM 



Global Map of Suicide rates 



Questionnaire 



 
            
             Over 800.000 

 

 1.How many suicides are calculated 
worldwide every year? 



          40 seconds 

2. How often is a suicide 
commited? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



About 65% 
 

3. What is the percentage 
that is accomplised at the 
first attempt? 



A. 15-29 

A. 15-29 
B. 25-40 
C. 30-45 
D. 50-70 

4. In 2012 suicide was the 
second reason of mortality. 
For what ages 



                  Both 

  

  5. Violent deaths caused by suicide 
correspond with: a) wars b) murders 



 
          
          a) of high income 

               

 6. In which type of society do you 
believe that men commit suicide 
three times more than women?  
a) of high income b) of average 
income c) of low income 



 122% 

7. How much did the rate of suicides 
increase after the signing of 
memorandum? In males 24%, what 
about females? 



90% 

 8. What is the percentage of 
occupational therapists that are 
about to deal with suicidal behavior? 

                                





Family 

Society Personal 
Relationships 

School Work 



He was usually saying that he 
didn’t worth anything. He 

donated all his clothes and he 
transferred all his money to my 

bank account 

I can’t 
enjoy 

nothing 
anymore 

People don’t 
visit us 

anymore at 
house because 
of my grandpa’s 

death 

We don’t 
have health 

services 
near us, 

nobody talk 
to, not even 

to 
consulate 

us 

God took 
my 

grandpa!  



This it 
wasn’t fair 

Why dear 
God?  

I never expected 
that it could 

happen to our 
family 

It was all my 
fault, because 

I didn’t 
understand a 

thing 

Every day I 
repeat his last 
things to find 

answers 
The world 

is too 
unfair 





THANK YOU ! 



References  

 COLEMAN, D., 2010. Assisted suicide laws create discriminatory double standard 
for who gets suicide prevention and who gets suicide assistance: not dead yet 
responds to autonomy, Inc. Disability and Health Journal, vol. 3: pp. 39-50. 

 CHEHIL,S., KUTCHER, S.2012. Suicide Risk Management: A Manual for Health 
Professionals. 2nd ed.  Chichester: John Wileys and Sons Ltd.  

 DURKHEIM, E., 1951. Suicide: A study in sociology. New York: Free Press. 
 EMANUEL, E.J., FAIRCLOUGH, D.L., DANIELS, E.R. and CLARRIDGE, B.R., 

1996. Euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide: attitudes and experiences of 
oncology patients, oncologists, and the public. Lancet, vol. 347: pp. 1805-1810. 

 FEIGELMAN, W., ROSEN, Z. and GORMAN, B.S., 2014. Exploring prospective 
predictors of completed suicides. Crisis, vol. 35: pp. 233-244. 

 FIGUEIREDO, A.E.B., SILVA, R.M., NASCIMENTO MANGAS, R.M., SOUZA 
VIEIRA, L.J.E., FURTADO, H.M.J., GUTIERREZ, D.M.D. and SOUSA, D.S., 
2012. Impact of suicide of the elderly on their families. Cikncia & Saϊde Coletiva, 
vol. 17: pp. 1993-2002. 

 GOLDEN, M. and ZOANNI, T., 2010. Killing us softly: the dangers of legalizing 
assisted suicide. Disability and Health Journal, vol. 3: pp. 16-30. 

 HJELMELAND, H., KNIZEK, B.L., 1999. Conceptual confusion about intentions 
and motives of nonfatal suicidal behavior: a discussion of terms employed in the 
literature of suicidology. Arch Suicide Res. Vol. 5. Num.4. pp.275–281. 

 



•JOHNSON, S.M., CRAMER, R.J., CONROY, M.A. and GARDNER, B.O., 2014. The    
role of and challenges for psychologists in physician assisted suicide. Death Studies, 
vol. 38: pp. 582-588. 
•MAPLE, M., EDWARDS, H.E., MINICHIELLO, V. and PLUMMER, D., 2013. Still part of 
the family: the importance of physical, emotional and spiritual memorial places and 
spaces for parents bereaved through the suicide death of their son or daughter. 
Mortality, vol. 1: pp. 54-71. 
•OLESKE, M. D, 2014. Epidemiology. IN: K. E., CANNON, T. J., HUDZIK, eds. Suicide: 
Phenomenology and Neurobiology. New York: Springer, pp. 11- 30. 
•PARIS, J., 2004. Half in love with easeful death: the meaning of chronic suicidality in 
borderline personality disorder. Harvard Rev Psychiatry, vol. 12: pp. 42-48. 
•ROSENBERG, M. L., DAVIDSON, L. E., SMITH, J. C., BERMAN, A. L., BUZBEE, H., 
GANTNER, G., GAY, G. A., MOORE-LEWIS, B., MILLS, D. H., and MURRAY, D. (1988). 
Operational criteria for the determination of suicide. Journal of Forensic  Sciences, 
33(6), 1445–1456. 
•ROYEEN, M. and CRABTREE, J.L., 1999. Assisted suicide and its implications for 
occupational therapy. Occupational Therapy International, vol. 6: pp. 65-75. 
•SCHNEIDER, B., GREBNER, K., SCHNABEL, A. and GEORGI, K., 2011. Is 
theemotional response of survivors dependent on the consequences of the suicide and 
the support received? Crisis, vol. 32: pp. 186-193. 
•SCHOTANUS-DIJKSTRA, M., HAVINGA, P., BALLEGOOIJEN, W., DELFOSSE, L., 
MOKKENSTORM, J. and BOON, B., 2014. What do the bereaved by suicide 
communicate in online support groups? Crisis, vol. 35: pp. 27-35. 



Activities References 

 BORNOVALOVA, M.A., TULL, M.T., GRATZ, K.L., LEVY, R. and LEJUEZ, 
C.W., 2011. Extending models of deliberate self-harm and suicide attempts to 
substance users: exploring the roles of childhood abuse, posttraumatic stress, and 
difficulties controlling impulsive behavior when distressed. Psychological 
Trauma: Theory, Research, Practice, and Policy, vol. 3: pp. 349-359. 

 CHEHIL,S., KUTCHER, S.2012. Suicide Risk Management: A Manual for 
Health Professionals. 2nd ed.  Chichester: John Wileys and Sons Ltd. 

 CHENG, O., FU, K., CAINE, E. and YIP, P.S.F., 2014. Why do we report 
suicides and how can we facilitate suicide prevention efforts? Perspectives of 
Hong Kong media professionals. Crisis, vol. 35: pp. 74-81. 

 GUPTA, M. and GUPTA, A.K., 2013. Cutaneous body image dissatisfaction and 
suicidal ideation: mediation by interpersonal sensitivity. Journal of 
Psychosomatic Research, vol. 75: pp. 55-59. 

 KENDAL, W.S. and KENDAL, W.M., 2012. Comparative risk factors for 
accidental and suicidal death in cancer patients. Crisis, vol.33: pp. 325-334. 

 KIRIAKIDIS, S.P., 2008. Bulling and suicide attempts among adolescents kept in 
custody. Crisis, vol. 29: pp. 216-218. 

 



 KRSTIC, V.S., PEKMEZONIC, T., TOMIC, A.,JECNENICACUKIC, M., 
STEFANOVA, E., PETROVIC, I. and DZOLJIC, E. 2010. Suicide and suicidal 
ideation in Parkinson’s disease. Journal of the Neurological Sciences. February. 
Vol.289, pp. 40-43. 

 KRYSINSKA, K., ANDRIESSEN, K. and CORVELEYN, J., 2014. Religion and 
spirituality in online suicide bereavement. Crisis, vol.  : pp. 349-356  

 LEE, E., WON KIM, S. and ENRIGHT, R. D., 2014. Case study of a survivor of 
suicide who lost all family members through parent–child collective suicide. Crisis: 
The Journal of Crisis Intervention and Suicide Prevention, pp. 1-5. 

 LIEBLING, A., 1992. Suicides in prison. London: Routledge. 
 NOCK, M.K., DEMING, C.A., FULLERTON, C.S., GILMAN, S.E., 

GOLDENBERG, M., KESSLER, R.C., MCCARROLL, J.E., MCCLAUGHLIN, 
K.A., PETERSON, C., SCHOENBAUM, M., STANLEY, B. And YRSANO, R.J., 
2013. Suicide among soldiers: a review of psychosocial risk and protective factors. 
Psychiatry, vol. 76: pp. 97-125. 

 PARIS, J., 2004. Half in love with easeful death: the meaning of chronic suicidality 
in borderline personality disorder. Harvard Rev Psychiatry, vol. 12: pp. 42-48. 

 RIEDI, G., MATHUR, A., SEGUIN, M., BOUSQUET, B., CZAPCA, P., 
CHARPENTIER, S., GENESTAL, M., CAICHOL, L. and BIRMES, P., 2012. 
Alcohol and repeated deliberate self-harm: preliminary results of the French cohort 
study of risk for repeated incomplete suicides. Crisis, vol. 33: pp. 358-363. 

 ROSS, J., BAIDESSARINI and HENNE, J., 2004. Genetics of suicide: an 
overview. Harvard Review of Psychiatry, vol. 12: pp. 1-13. 

 SCHOTANUS-DIJKSTRA, M, HAVINGA, P., BAIIEGOOIJEN, W., DELFOSSE, 
L., MOKKENSTORM, J. and BOON, B., 2014. Crisis, vol. 35: pp. 27-35. 
 



 STENAGER, E.N., JENSEN, B., STENAGER, M., STENAGER, K. and STENAGER, 
E., 2011. Suicide attempts in multiple sclerosis. Multiple Sclerosis. October. Vol. 17, no 
10, pp. 1265-1268. 

 SCHOTANUS-DIJKSTRA, M, HAVINGA, P., BAIIEGOOIJEN, W., DELFOSSE, L., 
MOKKENSTORM, J. and BOON, B., 2014. Crisis, vol. 35: pp. 27-35. 

 STENAGER, E.N., JENSEN, B., STENAGER, M., STENAGER, K. and STENAGER, 
E., 2011. Suicide attempts in multiple sclerosis. Multiple Sclerosis. October. Vol. 17, no 
10, pp. 1265-1268. 

 SZANTO, K., 2014. Suicide in the second half of life: cognition and decision processes. 
In: K.E., CANNON and T.J., HUDZIK, eds. Suicide: Phenomenology and Neurobiology. 
New York: Springer, pp.     EBOOK 

 THOMPSON, D.A.R.G. and STOHL, M., 2014. The influence of parental divorce and 
alcohol abuse on adult offspring risk of lifetime suicide attempt in the United States. 
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, vol. 84: pp. 316-320. 

 VLACHADIS, N., ILIODROMITI, Z., VRACHNIS, N., KORNAROU, E., VLACHDI, 
M., 2014. Greece’s economic crisis and suicide rates: Overview and outlook. July. Vol. 
68, pp.  1204-1205 

 WALLS, N.E., FREEDENTHAL, S. and WISNESKI, H., 2008. Suicidal ideation and 
attempts among sexual minority youths receiving social services. Social Work, vol. 53: 
pp. 21-29. 

 WINTROBE, R., 2006. Extremism, suicide terror, and authoritarianism. Public Choice, 
vol. 128: pp. 169-195. 

 In: M. K. NOCK, ed. The oxford handbook of suicide and self-injury. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 

 CAINE, E. D., 2013. Forging an Agenda for Suicide Prevention in the United States. 
American Journal of Public Health. May. vol. 103: pp. 822- 829. 

 


	The multiple dimensions of the phenomenon of suicide
	Possible Definitions
	Why is difficult ?
	Oxford’s Handbook of suicide:
	Global Map of Suicide rates
	Questionnaire
	�           �             Over 800.000
	          40 seconds
	About 65%
	A. 15-29
	                  Both
	�         �          a) of high income
	 122%
	90%
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	THANK YOU !
	References 
	Slide Number 22
	Activities References
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25

