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Our workshop today 
 

 A brief outline of the aims and work of our group 

 

 Global perspectives on citizenship from WFOT, 
Japan 

 

 Exploring citizenship in education (small groups) 

 

 Feedback and future directions 



GROUP BACKGROUND 



2014  
ENOTHE Workshop 

Article 

2014 WFOT Japan 
Workshop 

2013 ENOTHE 
Project group 

2013 ENOTHE York 
Keynote and 

workshop 

2012/13 ENOTHE 
Exploring Citizenship 

Statement and 
questionnaires 



The ENOTHE citizengroup 
2012 Starting points 

 2013 The European Year of the Citizen 

 

  The statement 

 

   Questionnaires around Europe 

 

    Workshop and Keynote  

ENOTHE meeting York  



STATEMENT:  
elaboration  and 

translation 
October 2012/march 2013 

Translations: april/may 2013 



The ENOTHE citizengroup 
2014 the journey goes on… 

 - as an ENOTHE project group 

 

  WFOT congress Japan - workshop 

 

   ENOTHE meeting – Nijmegen 

 

    Article in process 



GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON 
CITIZENSHIP FROM JAPAN, WFOT 



Global perspectives on 
Citizenship from WFOT Japan 

 

 Workshop with 31 participants from around the globe 

 

 Is citizenship a Western concept? And only relevent 
since the rise of the nation? -Membership of the 
world/a state/ a local community – people with 
restricted citizenship – a legal definition – a very 
personal sense of belonging – states who feel no 
responsibility to people/exclude from being citizens – 
eg. Asylum seekers – role of nationality gets 
blurred/messy   re: citizenship 



Global perspectives on 
Citizenship from WFOT Japan 

 
 Related to Rights & Responsibilities (can be 

different from countries’/cultural notions of 
rights – it’s our right to weed out homosexuality – 
rights according to who? – UK government trying 
to get out of Europe/Human Rights) 

 OT Participation in Political Process/Political 
Practice. Can OT be non-political ? 

 OT profession – issues of feminism 
 Citizenship as an occupation (‘doing’ citizenship), 

and citizenship as an enabler or barrier of 
occupation 

 

 



Global perspectives on 
Citizenship from WFOT Japan 
What do we need to do/consider next – 

 educate our students on human rights, social 
responsibility 

 partnerships with those who are excluded, talk to 
politicians 

 clarify terms – what do we mean if we say we are 
non-political, are citizenship and human rights 
issues the same or different? 

 do our models and frameworks help or hinder our 
practice on these issues? 

 



THINKING AND SHARING TOGETHER 



Our workshop today  
1. Reflecting on underpinning conceptualisations of OT theory 

and practice, assumptions of the universality of occupation 
and issues of power 

Question: How does the concept of citizenship expand our 
understandings of occupation and occupational therapy? 
How does the concept of citizenship relate to concepts of 
participation and agency? 

  
2. Citizenship as a lived process framed by our educational 

institutions, for both students and staff 
Question – Citizenship is experienced in public spaces, where 

such spaces are both a physical place and a process of 
diverse people engaging together in everyday life. How can 
we promote our institutions as public spaces where 
citizenship can be experienced and discussed?  

 



Our workshop today 
3. Citizenship in the education of OT students for practice – 

citizenship within OT models and conceptual frameworks, 
challenges in changing practice 

Question – what are the models and/or frameworks that we may 
use to promote ideas of citizenship in practice? What are the 
problems and issues? 

 
4. Citizenship in relation to quality of life, issues of sustainability 
 OT is often linked to quality of life, is citizenship an important 

aspect of quality of life? And if yes, do we have the tools and 
instruments to address this? 

     Bio-ethical debates about the sustainability of care with the 
ageing population and with inequality of accessibility to health 
care. Who is a ‘good’ citizen and allowed access to health care 
and who not  

Question: How should our educational programmes approach some 
of these issues? 

 



QUESTIONS 

1. Rethinking 
understandings of 
occupation, OT, 
power,  participation 
and agency… 
Citizenship 

 

2. Public spaces: 
physical and process 
of sharing  life 

3. Citizenship in the OT 
education, frameworks 
and challenges 

 

4. Citizenship, quality of 
life, sustainability and 
OT  



Feedback 



What next? 



THANKS 

Baobas sentence 


