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2. Introduction 

• Design and course of action of integrated classes in 
Austria 

– special education teacher 
– curriculum 
– teaching time 
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2. Introduction 

What does inclusive education mean? 
 
Inclusive education means that cognitive impaired and 
non cognitive impaired children attend the same class 
in school. (Bundesministerium für Unterricht, Kunst und Kultur, 2009, p. 8) 
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2. Introduction 

● state of the art 

 co-education is basically possible 

 concerns are without any reason 

● theoretical background 

 experiences in our personal environment 
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2. Introduction 

Which attitudes towards the inclusion of children with cognitive 

impairments in schools do parents of children without cognitive 

impairments hold? 

 

Which experiences do primary school teachers of integrated classes 
have with the attitude of parents of children without cognitive 

impairments towards integration and what is their own attitude? 
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3. Method 

• qualitative research design 

• interview with one father and one mother 

• interview with two teachers of an integrated class 

• preparation of an interview guide 

• conduction of the interviews 

• transcription 

• evaluation 
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4. Results - Outcome parents 

● Benefits for non-imparied children 

 development of social sense 

 learn to deal with impaired 

children 

 helpfulness 

 cooperation 

 widening the intellectual horizon 

 to bond with impaired children 
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● Disadvantages  

 interruptions in the lessons 

 exclusion from the class 

after conspicuous behaviour 

 delays in reaching goals as 

defined by the curriculum 

 too much attention on 

impaired children 
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4. Results - Outcome teachers  

● Benefits for the impaired 
children 
 equal rights for all (with 

positive and negative 
consequenses) 

 better acceptance by other 
children 

 group dynamics 
 be part of the team 
 no special status or special 

treatments 
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● Benefits for the non impaired 
children 
 helpfulness 
 show tolerance 
 dealing with impaired children 
 consideration 
 cooperation 
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4.Results - Outcome teachers 

• Disadvantages for the impaired  
children 

– no disadvantages mentioned 

 
• Disadvantages for the nonimpaired children 

– interruption of the lesson 
– less attention to the non impaired children 
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4. Results - The teachers experiences about the 
parents opinion 

• Not much response from the parents 
• If they get feedback, it is mostly positive 
• Working with parents is important 
• Teachers also mentioned that parents were suspicious of integrated 

classes at first 
• Parents uncomfortable about contact with impaired children at the 

beginning 
• Parents recognize that problems with their non-impaired  children are 

similar or equal 
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5.Discussion 

● Methods 

 method appropriate 

 results maybe biased because both parents already 

have experiences 

 results maybe influenced because of the interviewers 

judgement and prejudices 
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5.Discussion 

• Results 

 parents 

 teachers 

 teachers experiences about the parents’ opinion 
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6.Conclusion 

We are approaching integration but we are far away from inclusion! 
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7. ICC@home 2014 

•Internationalization and interculturalization is a development 
we all face on a national level and on an international level.  

•Based on this development, different OT departments in 
Europe have decided to prepare their students for an 
adequate professional approach to meet this evolution.  

• International Case Comparison at Home: February 2014 to 
May 2014 
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7. ICC@home 2014 

•Part 1: Case Comparison 

 

•Part 2: Cross-cultural dialogue on the European theme of the 
year: European Year of the Brain 2014 

 

•Part 3: Reflection Report 
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7. ICC@home 2014 

•Cross-cultural dialogue 

–Separation, Exclusion, Integration, Inclusion or what?  
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  „Those children are often bullied in school.“  “I know that there are parents who 

think it is not good for their children if there are children with cognitive 

impairments in the class.“ „Some people are helpful and some aren‘t.“ „… they 

judge ...“ „Many people react strangely.“ „When they heard that three children with cognitive impairment 

will join the same class they were disgusted.“ „… family retired from public life after his birth.“ „…cognitive 

impaired people are not sufficiently integrated into the society yet …” 

“… they 
only notice their handicap.” “Sometimes are normal people not so nice to those 

people.” “… it seems to me that they aren’t taken seriously and that they are not treated 

like full members of the team.” 
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 And you?  

      How about you? 
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